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Important Dates 
 
Mark your calendars! 
  
Sept. 4 
Welcome Back! 
 
Sept. 11 
Opening Liturgy – 10:15 
 
Sept. 19 
School Council 
Elections/Meeting  
6:30 - Learning 
Commons 
 
Sept. 20 
Parent Information 
Night 
6:00PM– 7:00PM 
 
October 4 
Student Activity Fee 
Due 
 
October 4 
Individual and Class 
Photos 
 
 
 
 

Principal’s Message 
 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
On behalf of the staff of Holy Redeemer School, it is a pleasure to welcome all our 
families into our school community.  A very special welcome to our new families. We 
look forward to working with you and your children.  The school educational team 
consists of home, school, and parish, and we all must play an active role in the 
development of each child academically, physically, emotionally, spiritually, and 
socially.  
 
All of the staff at Holy Redeemer will continue to promote respect, responsibility, and 
academic excellence in a safe learning environment, a learning environment where the 
teachings and values of Jesus Christ are integrated in all aspects of Holy Redeemer 
School. 
 
The Ottawa Catholic School Board (OCSB) has again adopted a Board-wide Spiritual 
Theme to guide the school board community through the years 2018 to 2021. Our 
Spiritual Theme “Seek Justice, Love Kindness & Mercy, Walk Humbly with God” 
enables our staff, students, and community to dig deep into the Gospel to make real 
and meaningful connections with our everyday lives. This three-year theme will focus 
on Catholic social teachings to align with global competencies and encourage learners 
to think globally and act locally. 
 
Communication between home and school is essential.  We will continually update 
you on your child’s progress and development. Please do not hesitate to contact the 
school if you ever have any questions or concerns. 
 
Welcome to a wonderful new school year! 
 
Derek Rodgers  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
September 2018 

Newsletter 

Holy Redeemer Catholic School 
75 McCurdy Drive, Kanata, ON K2L 3W6 

Website:red.ocsb.ca Twitter: @OCSB_HolyRed 
                                                                                           

Principal:  Derek Rodgers     Phone: 613-591-3256   Fax: 613-591-9427  
E-mail: Holy.Redeemer@ocsb.ca  
Office Administrator:  Cathy O’Brien 
Trustee:  Sandra Moore      
Superintendent of Schools:  Tom D’Amico                                                            

mailto:Holy.Redeemer@ocsb.ca�


 
 
 

2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Our  School Website:  red.ocsb.ca 
 

Please visit our school website often.  This is where you can find 
all information regarding our school.  The Holy Redeemer 
Calendar is on the website main page, and all information and 
times for events happening at our school can be found there. 
 
We encourage you to set up a link on your smart phones, laptops 
and home computers to stay up to date with all the happenings at 
Holy Redeemer.  Links to individual homeroom websites/blogs 
can also be found on our website.  This is an important tool for 
communication from the school. 

 
Please be patient as we build the site with forms and dates as they become available in 
September. 
 
Follow us on Twitter:  @OCSB_HolyRed 
 
Electronic Newsletters 
 
All monthly newsletters will be posted to the school website, and you will be given electronic 
reminders when the monthly newsletters are posted. 
 
Construction Update 
 
I will continue to give construction updates throughout the year.  As I said to parents last week, 
for the most part, staff and students will not be affected by the construction. There are, however,  
some short term challenges that we are faced with. 
 
Just a reminder that the school parking lot will be unavailable for the first few weeks of school 
and the parking lane in front of the school will be unavailable for the first week of school.  Thank 
you for your cooperation and patience.  
 
Student Verification Forms 
 
Your child (ren) will each have a student verification form that will need to be updated by you, 
the parent(s)/guardian(s).  Please indicate if your child may have his/her picture displayed or can 
be included in photos or video-taping for public viewing through social media. Also give your 
consent to allow the school to send you a message to your email. If you give consent to receive 
school communications, please make sure to provide your e-mail address. Please do so as soon 
as possible so that our communication from school to home is efficient and timely. This action is 
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needed as a requirement from the CASL (Canada’s Anti-Spam Legislation).  Please complete 
and return the verification form(s) by September 10th.  
 
Ottawa Catholic School Board 2018-2019 School Year Calendar  
     

A school Board calendar has been sent home. It contains all of the 
Professional Development Day dates, as well as all holidays. Please keep 
it handy for your reference.  
 
 

Student Agenda Books 
 
In order for students to reach their full academic potential, it is essential that careful planning be 
a part of each school day. To help students achieve this goal, the student agenda will be used for 
students in grade 1 to grade 6. We hope that the agenda will provide parents with a better 
understanding of the work that is done at school each day. This agenda will promote effective 
two-way communication between home and school and will assist in maintaining a strong link in 
this shared responsibility of educating our children. Used consistently, the agenda will help your 
child become an organized and effective learner. Please encourage your child to show you 
his/her agenda each evening. When you look at the agenda, please pay special attention to 
the first 8 pages, as this is where most school information and procedures can be found.    
 
Activity Fee 
 
Activity fees for our students will be $35.00 for our grade 1 to grade 6 students. The JK/SK 
activity fee is $30.00. The reason for the lower fee for the kindergarten students is because they 
do not receive an agenda. These fees are used for such things as class trips, guest presenters, arts 
workshops, special classroom activities and our agenda.  Activity fees are due by Thursday, 
October 4, 2018. 
 
Regulations for student safety 
 

• School supervision starts at 8:15 a.m. Students should not be on school property before 
this time.  

 
• Bikes are to be walked on the school yard and on the sidewalk at the front of the building.  

 
• The bike racks are located at the front of the school. This is a temporary location until the 

school addition is completed. 
 

• Parents/Visitors/Volunteers are reminded that it is imperative you sign in at the office 
when you visit the school and wear a visitor identification tag. 

 
• When picking up your children for an appointment, please meet them at the office and 

sign them out.  (Children will be called to the office once you arrive, so please leave 
enough time for your child/children to get ready once you arrive).   
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• Please note that the front door of the school is now locked at all times. Please ring the 
bell and you will be greeted by our office administrator. 
 

• Bus Lanes: From 8:00am – 8:30am and again from 2:45pm – 3:15pm, our bus lanes are 
reserved for busses only. Cars are not allowed to enter the bus lane during the above 
times.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

 
Student Absence/Late Arrivals 
 
If your child will not be attending school for any reason, please call the school daily at 613-591-
3256.  Please send a note to the classroom teacher if you know in advance that your child will be 
away, and if your child will be leaving school early for any reason.   
 
Any child arriving after 8:30 must be signed in at the office.  This is an integral part of our 
attendance procedures to account for all children at the school. 
 
Allergies 
 
Allergy Alert – No Nuts and Nut Products: There are several students in our school 
with severe life-threatening allergies (anaphylaxis) to certain food items, especially peanuts 
and nuts.  This is a medical condition that causes a severe reaction to specific foods and 
can result in death within minutes.  Although this may or may not affect your child’s class 
directly, we must minimize exposure to life-threatening allergens to the best of our ability 
by taking every precaution feasible in a school setting.  We need your cooperation sending 
foods with your child to school that are free from peanuts or nuts products.  In order to ensure the 
safety of all of our students we request that food not be sent to school to be shared with other 
children.  We suggest that special days such as birthdays be celebrated or marked by means other 
than food.  We are grateful for your cooperation! 
 
Epi-pen, Inhalers, Medication 
 
1) If your child has life threatening allergies or reactions, asthma, or other medications (puffers, 
pills, etc) you and your physician need to complete a “Request and Consent for Administration 
of Medication” form and return it to the school with the medication(s).  If the 
information/prescription on the form has not changed from last year, there is no need to send 
another form. 
Be sure to indicate an alternative “Emergency Medical Contact” in case we cannot reach you. 
 
2) If your child requires an Epi-pen, he/she must wear it at all times in a pouch. A Medic Alert 
bracelet must also be worn.  A second Epi-pen is stored at the front office. 
 
Sickness 
 
When a child is sick at school, the office will contact the parent/guardian. Please do not send 
your child to school while he/she is recovering from an illness. A child is not to be sent with a 
request to remain indoors during recess as there is no supervision available.  
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Transportation 

  
Inquiries should be directed to the Transportation Office Central West at 613-
224-8800.  Seat Availability is not readily known until the end of September. All 
empty seat requests must be faxed or e-mailed to OSTA.  The fax number is 613-
224-8840.  The e-mail address is emptyseat@ottawaschoolbus.ca 
 
 
Parent Information Night– Thursday, September 20th 
 
We look forward to seeing you at our Parent Information Night, which offers parents an 
opportunity to meet their child(ren)’s teachers. Your child(ren) will be your guide, so students 
are encouraged to attend! From 6:00 – 7:00, feel free to tour the school and visit your child’s 
class. Your attendance lets your child and teacher know that you understand education is a 
cooperative effort. 
 
School Council 
 
School Council elections will take place to form our new council on the evening of Wednesday, 
September 19th, 2018 in the Learning Commons at 6:30 PM.  
Please consider putting your name forward to be a part of the School Council team. As we look 
ahead to our school year, we encourage you to fill one of the 9 school council positions.  
 
Chair  
Vice-Chair  
Secretary  

Treasurer  
CSPA Rep  
Parish Rep  

Three Community Reps  

 
If you know of someone who you feel would be a valuable asset to your council team, please 
encourage them to attend the meeting. Thank you!  
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School Cash Online 
 
For safety and efficiency reasons, Ottawa Catholic School Board would like to reduce the 
amount of cash & cheques coming into our school. All payments to the school (activity fee, 
pizza, etc.) will continue to be done on-line. Most families are already familiar with this process.  
If you have not created an account, it takes less than 5 minutes to register.  Please follow these 
step-by-step instructions, so you will begin to receive email notifications regarding upcoming 
events involving your child(ren). If you are unable to register on-line, please call the school.  
 

ONLINE PAYMENTS!  
 
 

Parents please register!   

 Here’s how: 

Step 1: Go to this website: https://ocsb.schoolcashonline.com 
Step 2: Register by selecting the “Get Started Now” and following the steps 
Step 3: After you receive the confirmation email, please select the ‘click here’ 
option, sign in and add each of your children to your household account. 

 
 

A Blessing for the Start of the School Year 
 

Loving God, 
 

Bless each student of Holy Redeemer School as we begin a year of prayer, work, learning and 
growth. Bless the families of our community in their work as the “first teachers” of our students. 

You give us this new year and new friends with whom to share it. Bless our staff in their 
important work of service to the school’s students. Grant this year filled with harmony, joy and 

hope for all members of our school community. 
 

Amen 
 

https://ocsb.schoolcashonline.com/�
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