
Ontario Liberal Party 

The Ontario Liberal Party have been in government since 2003, first under 
Premier Dalton McGuinty, and with Premier Kathleen Wynne at the helm since 
2013. As with any party that has been in power for such a long time, there have 
been instances of mismanagement. Financial scandals, deleted emails, as well 
as a consistent pattern of lavishing public money on high-priced consultants have 
all received heavy media attention, and rightly so. The party also took a troubling 
turn toward austerity following the recession in 2008, insisting on public sector 
wage freezes and other measures that may actually have served to prolong the 
crisis. More recently, the move to partially privatize Hydro One was entirely 
unexpected and unwelcome. 

But it is also fair to say that in many ways, the Liberals have done a 
commendable job of cleaning up the mess left by the notorious Mike Harris 
government, and of setting the province on a more progressive path. For 
example, in the education sector, they have introduced class size caps in primary 
grades, and implemented the Full-day Kindergarten and Early Learning Program. 
And although we have not always agreed with the direction or decisions they 
have taken, the Liberals have generally been receptive to teachers’ concerns and 
open to constructive advice. Especially under Kathleen Wynne, there have been 
notable accomplishments in other areas as well. Recent examples include 
improvements to workplace standards and an increase in the minimum wage. 

Certainly, the Liberals have not always acted as quickly as we would have liked, 
and there are many issues that are still in need of serious attention. But in the 
end, the progress cannot be denied. Moreover, in the 2018-19 provincial budget, 
which forms the basis of their re-election platform, the Liberals have offered 
further promises to build the infrastructure and services that Ontarians have been 
calling for. The signature program is a $2.2 billion investment to make child care 
free, for children aged 2.5 until they are eligible for Kindergarten. There are also 
significant commitments in health care, seniors’ care, and other areas. There are 
reasonable criticisms to make of these ideas, and of the Liberal record over the 
past 15 years, but the bottom line is that the party under Kathleen Wynne is 
generally offering policies that fit with the Association’s views and positions. 

The 2018-19 provincial budget is available here. 

Ontario New Democratic Party 

The Ontario New Democratic Party (NDP) are usually known as the most 
progressive party, and they are intent on living up to the billing this time around. 
After facing criticism following the last election, in which they chose to focus on 

http://budget.ontario.ca/2018/index.html


smaller “pocketbook” issues, the party is now presenting a bold, activist plan of 
government in service of people. 

Among the platform promises are a provincial child care program for all pre-
school age children, which would be free for families earning less than $40,000 
per year, and cost an average of $12 per day for all others. They  have 
committed to a provincial dental care program and a pharmacare program, for 
citizens of all ages. And an NDP government would give significant boosts to 
social assistance rates, while aiming to build 65,000 new affordable homes over 
the next decade. To finance this new spending, the party will increase corporate 
taxes and close loopholes that allow larger businesses to qualify for small 
business tax deductions. In the education sector, the NDP are promising to 
eliminate Kindergarten-Grade 1 split classes, and to replace EQAO testing with a 
new, random-sampling model. They will also replace the current post-secondary 
student loan program with non-repayable grants. 

The NDP have often struggled to present themselves as a credible governing 
party, and it has been suggested that many of the promises in this year’s 
platform will be difficult to implement in the timeframes and budgets that the party 
is forecasting. But experiences with NDP governments in other provinces show 
that they are just as likely as any other party to act responsibly while in power. 
Furthermore, the party leader, Andrea Horwath, is generally well liked by 
colleagues and the public, with an admirable record of service on women’s and 
children’s issues. Perhaps most importantly, many of the positions put forward by 
the NDP are in keeping with the Association’s calls for public investments to build 
a more prosperous, equitable society. The NDP have sincere designs on forming 
government in 2018, and voters can feel confident in giving them serious 
consideration. 

View the full NDP platform document here. 

Progressive Conservative Party of Ontario 

Over the past few years, the Progressive Conservative Party of Ontario (PC) had 
been offering a much more co-operative version of the party than we have seen 
since the 1990s. While still positioning themselves as the more fiscally 
restrained, business-friendly option, the PCs were promising spending in a 
number of key areas. They were also prepared to accept mainstream views on 
social issues, and to acknowledge the legitimate role of organized labour. They 
even made overtures to our Association, to learn more about our perspectives on 
education and other issues. 

But under Doug Ford, things have changed dramatically. From his time in 
municipal politics, Mr. Ford carries with him a well-documented history of 
questionable views on governance and public finance, as well as a litany of 
offensive statements about various ethnic and social groups. Now, he has done 
away with the PC platform, saying that he will instead focus on a few key policy 
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issues. For one, he has promised that he will not implement a carbon tax as his 
predecessor had planned to do, meaning that he would be willing to forgo $2 
billion in annual revenue. He has also pledged to reduce the corporate income 
tax rate by almost 10 per cent. Meanwhile, he has committed to finding more 
than $6 billion in “efficiencies.” All told, a Doug Ford government would be 
looking to cut about $8 to 10 billion per year from the provincial budget. 

Mr. Ford says that he can accomplish these goals without laying off a single 
public sector worker, but this is simply not credible. Approximately 85 per cent of 
government spending goes to salaries. The only way to find billions of dollars in 
savings is through some combination of pay cuts, layoffs, or wage freezes. And 
we are not just talking about faceless bureaucrats; this level of austerity would 
have to affect frontline services, meaning that tens of thousands of public sector 
workers, including teachers, will once again be on the PC chopping block. When 
we consider this alongside Mr. Ford’s few other promises thus far, on issues 
such as child care and the minimum wage, we have great reason to be 
concerned about what a PC government would mean for Ontarians. 

The Green Party of Ontario 

The Green Party of Ontario will not be included in any of the Association’s 
commentary or analysis, because one of the party’s major platform ideas is the 
elimination of publicly funded Catholic education. 

 


