
VOLUME 9 | ISSUE 15

MANY STILL FEAR THE “F” WORD: FEMINISM
ELEMENTARY RESOURCES

BACKGROUND INFORMATION !
• The word “feminism” first appeared in French 

(as “feminisme”), then shortly thereafter in 
English, in the late 1800s. (Oxford English 
Dictionary) Some sources say the first known 
use of the word was by French philosopher 
Charles Fourier in 1837. Fourier advocated for 
more rights for women. (VOMNCK) !

• In 1887, a group of British women formed the 
National Union of Women’s Suffrage to demand 
the right to vote for women (“suffrage” means 
the right to vote). These women, and all women 
who advocated for voting rights, became known 
as “suffragettes”. The suffragette movement 
quickly spread from Britain to other countries 
like Canada. (History Learning Site) !

• Early Canadian feminists Emily Murphy, Nellie 
McClung, Henrietta Muir Edwards, Louise 
McKinney, Irene Parlby—the “Famous Five”—
campaigned for and won the right for women to 
be recognized as persons with equal civil rights 
under the laws and constitution of Canada. It 
meant a woman could now become a member of 
the Canadian Senate. (The Famous 5 
Foundation) !

• In the 1960s, a new feminist movement began 
that is often referred to as “second wave 
feminism” (the first wave having been the 
women’s rights and suffrage movements of the 
1800s and early 1900s). These feminists looked 
broader social issues like sexual and 
reproductive rights, gender roles, and sexist 
stereotypes. (Pacific University ) !

• In 1968, a protest was held against the Miss 
America Beauty Pageant in New Jersey. Women 
were encouraged to bring items they felt 
represented how male-dominated culture forced 
unrealistic roles and ideas of beauty onto 
women. These items, including pornographic 
magazines, makeup, and items of clothing like 
high-heeled shoes and bras, were thrown into a 
trash can. A historical myth emerged that these 
items were burned. This led to the unfair 
stereotype of the “bra-burning feminist.” (TIME 
Magazine) !

• In 1970, Prime Minister Lester Pearson formed 
a Royal Commission to study how to create 
better equality for women in Canadian society. 
Two years later, the National Action Committee 
on the Status of Women was formed by women 
angry at the government’s inaction on the 
recommendations from the Royal Commission. 
(Canada’s Human Rights History) 

The following activities are designed to 
stimulate a current events discussion. 
Generative in nature, these questions can 
be a launching point for additional 
assignments or research projects. 

Teachers are encouraged to adapt these 
activities to meet the contextual needs of 
their classroom. 

In some cases, reading the article with 
students may be appropriate, coupled with 
reviewing the information sheet to further 
explore the concepts and contexts being 
discussed. From here, teachers can select 
from the questions provided below. The 
activity is structured to introduce students 
to the issues, then allow them to explore 
and apply their learnings. Students are 
encouraged to further reflect on the issues. 

gNOTE TO EDUCATORS g 

KEY TERMS
Feminism—Promoting social, political and 
economic equality for women. 

Misogyny—A hatred or disrespect for, or 
prejudice against, women. 

Epithet—A disparaging or abusive term for 
someone. 

Usurp—To illegally take over a position of 
power from someone else, or take away 
their rights. 

Sinister—Giving the impression that 
something harmful or evil is happening or 
will happen. 

!

0!1

The movement towards gender equality has seen many milestones including women's suffrage.

AN IN IT IATIVE OF

http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/feminism
https://vomnck.wordpress.com/2013/03/04/the-negative-connotation-of-the-word-feminism-explained/
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/suffragettes.htm
http://www.famous5.ca/index.php/the-famous-5-women/the-persons-case/
http://www.pacificu.edu/about-us/news-events/three-waves-feminism
http://time.com/2853184/feminism-has-a-bra-burning-myth-problem/
http://www.historyofrights.com/events/rcsw.html
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/feminism
https://vomnck.wordpress.com/2013/03/04/the-negative-connotation-of-the-word-feminism-explained/
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/suffragettes.htm
http://www.famous5.ca/index.php/the-famous-5-women/the-persons-case/
http://www.pacificu.edu/about-us/news-events/three-waves-feminism
http://time.com/2853184/feminism-has-a-bra-burning-myth-problem/
http://www.historyofrights.com/events/rcsw.html


 THEMES AND COURSE CONNECTIONS 	

• Themes: Activism, Education, Employment, Human Rights, Values 

and Ethics, Women’s Rights 

• Course Connections: The Arts Language, Social Studies !
 MATERIALS 	

• Front board 

• Student journals or note paper 

• Writing utensils 

• Computers with internet capabilities and projector !
 SPECIFIC EXPECTATIONS AND LEARNING GOALS 	

Students will:	

• Develop and express responses to issues and problems. 

• Reassess their responses to issues on the basis of new information. 

• Participate in active group work and class discussions. 

• Communicate effectively in writing, orally or visually. 

• Demonstrate the ability to think critically. 

• Develop, express and defend a position on an issue. !
 MAP IT 
Have students locate the different locations mentioned in the article 
to gain an understanding of the expanse and involvement of this 
issue. 

• California, United States 

• Montreal, Quebec, Canada !
  DISCUSS 	


1. What do you know about the Montreal Massacre?  
2. By a raise of hands, how many would consider themselves 

feminists? Why or why not? What is “feminism”? What is a 
“feminist”?  

3. Ask students create a character sketch by describing the 
traits and characteristics of a feminist. Follow-up with the 
following questions: 

• Is this sketch diverse? 

• Is this an accurate representation of all feminists? 

• Can one person have all of these traits or characteristics? 

• Can males be feminist? (Share with students that Farhan 
Akhtar, a Bollywood filmmaker and actor, recently 
became “the first man to be chosen as a UN Women 
Goodwill Ambassador in the organization’s history”) 

4. Explain the negative and positive connotations of the words 
“feminism/feminist.” Why do you think the terms 
“feminism” and “feminist” are misunderstood and 
considered sensitive terms? 

5. Explain the relationship between “feminism” and “gender 
equality.” Are they synonymous terms? Does one promote 
or hinder the other?  

6. The column says: “Feminism means promoting equality. 
Period.” Do you agree or disagree? Explain your answer. Is 
“feminism” too tainted and too loaded to continue to mean 

the promotion of equality? Why or why not. What will it 
take to re-educate on what the term really means so that it 
is used properly? 

7. Why is it taking so long for the world to achieve gender 
equality? !

 DIVE DEEPER  
Recently, Emma Watson delivered a widely circulated speech on 
feminism to the UN for their “He or She” campaign. Ask students a 
few questions about the speech:  

• By show of hands, how many of you have seen Emma Watson 
address the UN? 

• By show of hands, how many of you have not seen the speech but 
heard or read about it? 

• Where did you learn about it? (Social media post, friend, family 
member, etc.) 

• Do you remember what it was about?  

• How did you feel about it at the time? 

• Did it provoke you to act in any way?  !
Show students Emma Watson’s speech to the UN www.youtube.com/
watch?v=gkjW9PZBRfk. After showing the speech, ask students the 
following questions: 

• What was the most surprising thing Watson said? 

• What did you identify with? 

• Was there anything you did not agree with? Or was there anything 
she should have said but didn’t? Explain. 

• For those of you who had seen it before, did anything change 
watching it a second time, after reading the Global Voices article? 

• After watching the speech, has your opinion or attitude towards 
feminism changed at all? Explain your answer. !

Have students spread awareness of equality around the school or 
community by creating posters and/or school announcements and/or 
community news bulletins. The poster/announcement/bulletin should 
have a clear and strong message about one of the following: 

• Remembering the victims of the Montreal Massacre: Students will 
honour and remember the lives lost in the Montreal Massacre 
twenty-five years ago 

• Taking back the word “feminism”: Students will educate others on 
the true meaning and definition of “feminism” !

 ADDITIONAL RESOURCES  !
Emma Watson’s speech to the UN for the “He for She” campaign: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=gkjW9PZBRfk 
   

PUN He for She website: www.heforshe.org 
  

Farhan Akhtar announced as UN Women’s Goodwill Ambassador for 
South Asia: www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2014/11/
farhanakhtar-announced-as-un-women-goodwill-ambassador-for-
south-asia !
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gkjW9PZBRfk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gkjW9PZBRfk
http://www.heforshe.org
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2014/11/farhanakhtar-announced-as-un-women-goodwill-ambassador-for-south-asia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gkjW9PZBRfk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gkjW9PZBRfk
http://www.heforshe.org
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2014/11/farhanakhtar-announced-as-un-women-goodwill-ambassador-for-south-asia

