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UNIT SYNOPSIS 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 

           LINE OF INQUIRY #1              LINE OF INQUIRY #2 

Recognizing similarities and differences 
among us 

 
Inquiry question 
What are the important similarities and differences 
among our families and community groups? 
 
Critical challenge 
Show appreciation for the important similarities and 
differences among our families and community groups 
by recording two examples on a tribute page.  

 Recognizing similarities and differences 
among traditions and celebrations 

 
Inquiry question 
What are the important similarities and differences 
among our traditions and celebrations? 
 
Critical challenge 
Show appreciation for the important similarities and 
differences among our traditions and celebrations by 
recording two examples on a tribute page. 
 

	  
	  

UNIT LAUNCH 
 

	  
 

Lesson title and critical challenge  Summary and curriculum connections 

Unit launch: Showing appreciation 
for similarities and differences 
 
Select two similarities and differences 
between families and celebrations. 

This lesson introduces the overall unit theme of recognizing and 
thoughtfully commenting on people and practices that are both similar and 
different from a student’s personal experiences. Students investigate 
images depicting different families and their celebrations. They brainstorm 
possible similarities and differences between their family and the families of 
others, and discuss ways in which family celebrations may be similar and 
different. The unit challenge of creating of a classroom tribute book is 
introduced and students select two similarities and differences for possible 
inclusion on their personal tribute page.  

 
A1, A2, A3 

ONTARIO SOCIAL STUDIES 
GRADE 2 STRAND A 

Changing Family and Community Traditions 
 
Overarching inquiry question 
What is important about our similarities and differences? 
 
Overarching critical challenge  
Explain and thoughtfully comment on two of the important similarities and differences included by others in the 
classroom tribute book. 
 
Big ideas 
• All things are similar and different in some way. 
• Traditions change over time for various reasons.  
• We have a responsibility to respond thoughtfully to groups and traditions that may be different from our own. 

Image: Susan Teed 
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LINE OF INQUIRY #1 
 

	  

	  

Lesson titles and critical challenges  Summaries and curriculum connections 

Lesson 1.1: Comparing school 
groups 
 
Create two thoughtful comments in 
response to brainstormed lists of 
classroom similarities and differences.   
 

In this opening lesson to the first line of inquiry, students investigate the 
similarities and differences between their class and other classes within 
the school. They brainstorm possible ways in which two students may be 
similar and different, and then suggest possible similarities and differences 
between their class and other classes within their school. Once lists of 
potential similarities and differences have been created, students examine 
examples and non-examples of thoughtful comments. They apply the 
criteria for a thoughtful comment during an independent sorting activity, 
and then work within a small group to create two thoughtful comments 
related to their previously brainstormed lists of similarities and differences.  

A2.2, A2.4, A2.6 

Lesson 1.2: Noticing similarity and 
difference in everyday objects 
 
Identify differences in two objects that 
are very similar to each other, and 
identify similarities in two objects that 
are very different from each other.  
 
 

In this lesson, students learn to recognize that every pair of objects is 
similar in some respects and different in other respects. Students learn 
observational strategies to help them notice details in an image. They then 
examine paired sets of images of familiar objects looking for similarities 
and differences. Some of the paired objects are very different, and 
students are encouraged to find similarities between them. In other cases, 
the paired objects are very similar, and students are encouraged to find 
differences between them. To reinforce the lesson, students play a game 
using sets of pictures containing objects from the grocery store, school or 
local community. Game instructions direct each player to find either a 
similarity or a difference or both between randomly selected pictures. In 
closing, students independently consider ways in which two sets of toys 
are similar and different.  

A2.4, A2.6 

Lesson 1.3:  Recognizing important 
similarities and differences 
 
Identify three examples of important 
similarities and differences. 
 
 

In this lesson, students learn that some differences and similarities are 
more important than others. Students are introduced to the criteria for 
important similarities and differences by examining examples and non-
examples related to pets. Students then work in partners to brainstorm 
possible similarities and differences for provided examples of objects 
found at the park, on the farm and in a toy store. Together, they review 
their list and identify two of the most important similarities or differences by 
applying the criteria. Students revisit the lists of similarities and differences 
between school groups that were created in Lesson 1.1, and identify three 
important examples to share with their peers.  

A2.4, A2.6 

Lesson 1.4:  Comparing family 
structures 
 
Identify three important similarities and 
differences between your family’s 
structure and the family structure of 
others.   

In this lesson, students look for important similarities and differences 
between their family structure and the structure of families depicted in 
images. Students view a variety of family types depicted in images and 
discuss important similarities and differences. They compare specific 
family structures found in a collection of picture books. Students identify 
and record their own family’s structure, or one that they know. They 
compare this structure with two other families depicted in an image set, 
and record three important similarities and differences.  

A1.2, A2.4, A2.6, A3.1 
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LINE OF INQUIRY #2 

 

Lesson 2.1:  Comparing traditions 
 
Identify a thoughtful response to the 
traditions described in stories. 

In this opening lesson to the second line of inquiry, students are introduced 
to the idea of recognizing and respond thoughtfully to traditions that may 
be different from their own. Collectively, students compare and contrast 
traditions depicted in a storybook with their own traditions. They identify 
similarities and differences between the ways their family celebrates and 
the ways in which others celebrate.  Students create three thoughtful 
personal responses related to three of the differences they notice in the 
way people celebrate special events.   
 
A1.1, A1.2, A2.4, A3.4 

Lesson 1.5: Exploring religious 
groups 
 
Identify one important similarity and one 
important difference between various 
religious community groups and provide 
a thoughtful comment for each.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this lesson, students identify important similarities and differences 
between various religious groups found within their local community. 
Students investigate images of religious buildings found within a 
community, and brainstorm possible important similarities and differences 
relating to the religious groups represented by these buildings. In partners, 
students examine captioned images depicting several major religious 
groups found within communities in Canada. Together, they match 
examples that are similar to each other, and ones that are different. 
Independently, students explain an important similarity and difference 
related to these religious community groups, and provide a thoughtful 
comment for each.  

A1.3, A2.4, A2.6, A3.2 

Lesson 1.6: Comparing global 
connections 
 
Select an important similarity and 
difference between a country with 
significance to your family, and a 
country with significance to another 
family in the class.  

In this lesson, students learn about countries around the world that have 
significance to them or to their classmates. Students reflect on what they 
know about Canada and share background knowledge relating to other 
countries they know. As part of a home assignment, students identify, map 
and learn a few facts about a country that has some significance for 
themselves and their family. Students share their research with their 
classmates, and identify facts that are similar to and different from their 
chosen country.  

A2.3, A2.4, A2.6, A3.3 

Lesson 1.7: Investigating community 
group contributions 
 
Identify local community groups and 
draw simple conclusions about how 
they contribute to Canada’s diversity. 

In this lesson, students learn about the various ways in which groups in 
their community contribute to diversity found in Canada. They begin by 
viewing sets of images of various kinds of cultural activities undertaken by 
different groups across Canada. Students then reflect on ways in which 
different groups in their own community might contribute to diversity within 
the community. They identify two examples of community groups that 
contribute differently from their family and explain how these contributions 
make their community a more interesting place to live.  

A2.4, A2.6, A3.2, A3.6 

Lesson 1.8: Creating a tribute page 
 
Select two of the most important 
similarities and differences between 
families and community groups to 
record on a tribute page.  

In this lesson, students review the personal similarities and differences and 
corresponding comments they identified in line of inquiry #1. They select 
and record the two most important similarities and differences between 
families and community groups. They share their tribute page with a 
partner, and revise and edit their personal page in light of the agreed-upon 
criteria. Students submit their completed tribute page for inclusion in the 
classroom book.  

A1.2, A3.1, A3.2 
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Lesson 2.2: Recognizing traditions  
 
Create a list of traditional practices 
related to family and cultural 
celebrations.  
 
 

In this lesson, students learn to recognize when a practice or celebration is 
considered a tradition. Students compare a series of examples and non-
examples of traditions. Based on this analysis, students formulate criteria 
for recognizing when a practice or celebration is a tradition. Students use 
the criteria to sort various provided examples, and identify and record a 
personal list of traditions related to family and cultural celebrations. 
 
A2.1, A2.2, A2.5, A3.4 

Lesson 2.3: Comparing celebrations 
 
Identify celebrations that are very 
similar, a little bit similar, and very 
different from your own.   

In this lesson, students learn to recognize the ways in which various 
celebrations differ and are similar with one another. They work in pairs to 
identify examples of how the purposes and traditions associated with 
familiar celebrations are very similar, a little bit similar, and very different 
from one another. Students then work independently to investigate a range 
of other celebrations that may be very similar, a little bit similar, and very 
different from their personal celebrations. They choose three differences 
found in three celebrations and create thoughtful comments related to each 
difference. 
 
A1.3, A2.2, A2.5, A3.4 

Lesson 2.4:  Examining changing 
traditions  
 
Identify the change in various traditions 
and suggest a believable reason for 
each change.  
 

In this lesson, students investigate examples of changing traditions and 
suggest possible reasons for these changes. As a whole group, they 
investigate how a variety of traditions related to Remembrance Day have 
changed over time. They are presented with possible reasons for these 
changes and work to identify which of the ideas presented are most 
believable. Students work in pairs to identify other changes associated with 
a selection of traditional celebrations and suggest believable reasons for 
these changes. They compare their responses to those recorded by other 
groups.  

A1.1, A1.3, A2.5, A3.6 

Lesson 2.5:  Investigating familiar 
traditions 
 
Identify on a timeline how a familiar 
tradition has changed and/or stayed the 
same over time.   
 

In this lesson, students learn to use a timeline to arrange and compare 
events. They view examples of timelines and discuss the ways in which 
timelines are useful in organizing information. Students practice assigning 
images and labels relating to the four seasons to a timeline arranged into 
four seasonal slots.  As part of a home assignment, students confer with 
family or community members to create a timeline of traditions practiced 50 
years ago, 25 years ago and nowadays associated with to a specific 
celebration that has some significance for themselves and their family.  
They then identify a tradition surrounding this familiar celebration that has 
continued and a tradition that has changed over the years. Students, offer 
possible reasons explaining what they have noticed.  
 
A2.1, A3.5, A3.7 

Lesson 2.6:  Creating a tribute page 
 
Select two of the most important 
similarities and differences between 
traditions and celebrations to record on 
a tribute page.  

In this lesson, students review the personal similarities and differences and 
corresponding comments they identified in line of inquiry #2. They select 
and record the two most important similarities and differences that they 
have noticed. They share their tribute page with a partner, and revise and 
edit their personal page in light of the agreed-upon criteria. Students 
submit their completed tribute page for inclusion in the classroom book.  

A1.2, A2.5, A3.2, A3.4 



	  
Inquiry-pacs 2A Unit synopsis 
 

Revised August 2015	   ©The Critical Thinking Consortium  
www.tc2.ca	   5	  

	  

 
 
 

UNIT FINALE 
 

Lesson title and critical challenge Summary and curriculum connections 

	  

Unit finale: Reflecting on 
similarities and differences 
 
Select and thoughtfully comment on 
two of the important similarities and 
differences included by others in the 
classroom book. 

In this concluding lesson for the unit, students reflect on the similarities and 
differences contributed by their classmates. Students begin by reviewing 
the completed tribute pages that will make up the classroom book. 
Individually, they select two important similarities and differences that were 
not included on their personal pages and generate a thoughtful comment 
showing appreciation for each. 
 
A2.4, A2.6 


