
TEACHING NOTES
Unit launch: Showing appreciation for 

similarities and differences

Changing Family and Community Traditions

Overarching inquiry question

What is important about our similarities and differences?

Overarching critical challenge
Explain and thoughtfully comment on two of the important similarities and differences included by others in the classroom 
tribute book.

Big ideas
•	 All things are similar and different in some way.
•	 Traditions change over time for various reasons. 
•	 We have a responsibility to respond thoughtfully to groups and traditions that may be different from our own.

Lesson: Unit launch
Showing appreciation for similarities and differences
Select two similarities and differences between families and celebrations.

Summary
This lesson introduces the overall unit theme of recognizing and thoughtfully commenting on people and practices that 
are both similar and different from a student’s personal experiences. Students investigate images depicting different 
families and their celebrations. They brainstorm possible similarities and differences between their family and the families 
of others, and discuss ways in which family celebrations may be similar and different. The unit challenge of creating of 
a classroom tribute book is introduced and students select two similarities and differences for possible inclusion on their 
personal tribute page. 

Objectives 
This lesson will help develop students’ ability and disposition to:
•	 compare some of the ways families and community groups are similar and different A1
•	 reflect	on	the	traditions	and	celebrations	within	their	own	family	and	community	A2
•	 describe some of the family types and groups within their community A3
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Suggested activities

Pre-planning

•	 Locate	a	copy	of	The Family Book	by	Todd	Parr	if	choosing	to	use	this	activity	to	introduce	the	lesson.	

•	 Distribute	individual	student	copies	of	the	activity	sheets	Sharing my thinking	and	What have I learned? 

•	 Consider	printing	out	a	display	copy	of	each	Classroom book tribute page	for	students	to	view	when	introducing	the	unit	
challenge.	

•	 Cut	out	the	samples	from	the	sheet	Sample comments.	

•	 Review	the	document	Navigating the presentation slides	to	familiarize	yourself	with	the	menu	options	and	slide	features	
contained	in	the	presentation.
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Thinking about 
families

•	 Read	the	book	The Family Book	by	Todd	Parr	if	it	is	available	to	you.	
As	you	read,	invite	several	students	to	share	their	personal	observations	
or	comments	related	to	the	different	types	of	families	highlighted	in	the	
book.	

•	 Invite	students	to	share	their	initial	thoughts	about	what	makes	their	
family	special.	Explain	that	they	will	have	a	chance	to	learn	more	about	
both	their	family	and	the	families	of	their	classmates	throughout	this	unit.

Lesson notes

Resources

Teaching  
materials

Student  
materials

Professional 
learning 
support

Teaching	notes:	Unit	launch
Presentation	slides:	Unit	launch

Activity and instruction sheets

Classroom book tribute page: Families and community 
Classroom book tribute page: Traditions and celebrations  
Sharing my thinking 
What have I learned?

Other materials
Sample comments

Literature supplements (Optional)
Parr, Todd. The Family Book. Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, 2003. (ISBN: 978-0-316-09347-7) 

Navigating the presentation slides



Investigating 
families

•	 Invite	students	to	think	about	how	their	families	may	be	the	same	and	
different	from	other	families	by	noticing	the	differences	and	similarities	
between	the	family	sizes,	structures	and	actions	taking	place	in	the	
provided	images.	Consider	using	these	prompting	questions:		

Investigating 
celebrations

•	 Encourage	students	to	discuss	with	a	partner	what	they	think	the	children	
might	be	celebrating	in	the	slide	images.	Listen	for	pairs	of	students	who	
may	be	unsure	of	what	is	happening	in	a	particular	image,	as	well	as	
students	who	may	be	able	to	provide	multiple	ideas	for	an	image.

•	 Invite	students	to	share	their	ideas	with	the	whole	class.	As	different	
celebrations	are	named,	encourage	students	to	support	their	inferences	
by	prompting	them	to	share	the	image	details	that	they	used	to	identify	
a	celebration.	Students	who	infer	that	Christmas	is	being	celebrated	by	
the	boy	in	the	bottom	left	image,	may	share	that	the	wrapping	paper	has	
colours	and	pictures	we	often	associate	with	Christmas,	or	that	an	adult	
also	appears	to	be	opening	a	gift	in	the	background.	

•	 Prompt	students	to	think	about	whether	an	image	might	suggest	more	
than	one	possible	celebration.	For	the	image	of	the	child	with	the	sparkler,	
encourage	students	to	think	about	a	number	of	special	days	that	might	use	
fireworks	as	part	of	the	celebration	(e.g.,	Canada	Day,	Diwali,	birthdays,	
weddings).	

•	 Encourage	students	to	ask	questions	and	share	what	they	are	wondering	
when	viewing	an	image	where	the	celebration	might	not	be	immediately	
obvious	to	them.	For	the	image	of	the	child	celebrating	the	Hindu	Festival	
of	Colours	(known	as	Holi),	ask	students	to	consider	whether	this	might	
be	a	family	celebration	like	a	birthday	or	whether	it	might	be	a	celebration	
that	many	people	take	part	in.	Consider	using	these	prompting	questions:
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	o How	is	the	size	of	your	family	the	same	as	one	of	these	
families?	How	is	it	different?	

	o How	are	the	children	in	these	families	similar	to	yours?	How	
are	they	different?

	o What	might	the	families	be	doing	in	each	of	these	photos?
	o What	types	of	things	does	your	family	enjoy	doing	together?

•	 Encourage	students	to	make	comparisons	between	their	families	and	the	
information	shared	by	their	classmates.	Support	students	in	making	these	
comparisons	using	follow-up	prompts	such	as	“Who	else….?”	And	“Who	
doesn’t…?”	

	o What	do	you	notice	about	the	children	in	this	image?	
	o Do	you	use	bright	colours	as	decorations	in	any	of	your	family	
celebrations?	Why?

	o Would	you	enjoy	taking	part	in	this	celebration?	Why	or	why	
not?



(Cont’d)
Investigating 
celebrations

•	 Invite	students	to	think	about	what	might	make	their	family	
celebrations	similar	to	and	different	from	other	celebrations.	Images	
clockwise	from	top	left	are	Diwali,	Hanukkah,	Chinese	New	Year,	
Eid	al-Fitr,	and	a	birthday	celebration.

•	 Encourage	students	to	look	for	elements	of	celebrations	that	they	
recognize.	If	students	are	able	to	name	the	celebration	taking	place,	
prompt	them	to	share	the	details	in	the	image	that	helped	them	
identify	it.	Consider	using	these	prompting	questions:

Comparing 
similarities 

•	 Invite	students	to	compare	the	similarities	pictured	on	each	slide	by	
asking	them	to	think	about	which	similarity	might	be	more	important	for	
two	people	to	share.

•	 Allow	time	for	students	to	discuss	the	importance	of	the	similarities	
pictured	on	each	slide	with	a	partner.	Listen	to	the	reasons	students	share	
with	each	other	while	making	their	comparisons.	Make	note	of	any	
students	who	are	unable	to	provide	any	reasons	for	why	one	similarity	
may	be	more	important	than	another.	

•	 Invite	student	pairs	to	share	their	discussion	with	the	larger	group.	
Consider	using	these	prompting	questions:

Comparing 
differences
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	o What	is	happening	in	this	image?
	o Have	you	seen	or	used	something	similar	to	this	in	your	
family’s	celebrations?

	o Which	of	your	celebrations	involve	visiting	with	other	
members	of	your	family?

	o Which	similarity	might	make	it	easier	or	harder	for	people	to	
work	and	play	together?

	o Which	similarity	might	give	you	important	information	about	
a	person’s	family?

	o Which	similarity	might	be	more	important	to	know	about	
someone?

•	 Invite	students	to	compare	the	differences	pictured	on	each	slide	by	
asking	them	to	think	about	which	difference	might	be	a	more	important	
way	for	two	people	to	be	different.

•	 Allow	time	for	students	to	discuss	the	importance	of	the	differences	
pictured	on	each	slide	with	a	partner.	Listen	to	the	reasons	students	share	
with	each	other	while	making	their	comparisons.	Make	note	of	any	
students	who	are	unable	to	provide	any	reasons	for	why	one	difference	
may	be	more	important	than	another.

•	 Invite	student	pairs	to	share	their	discussion	with	the	larger	group.	
Consider	using	these	prompting	questions:

	o Which	difference	might	make	it	easier	or	harder	for	people	to	
work	and	play	together?

	o Which	difference	might	give	you	important	information	about	
someone’s	family?

	o Which	difference	might	be	more	important	to	know	about	
someone?



Recognizing 
thoughtful 
comments

•	 Ask	students	to	think	about	something	kind	or	caring	that	they	have	said	to	
somebody	today.	Allow	students	to	share	their	examples.

•	 Explain	that	when	we	say	caring	words	or	speak	kindly	to	people	we	are	
making	‘thoughtful	comments.’	Making	a	thoughtful	comment	means	that	
you	are	thinking	carefully	about	the	words	you	use	so	that	you	don’t	hurt	
another	person’s	feelings.	

•	 Draw	a	T	chart	on	your	board	and	label	one	side	‘Thoughtful’	and	the	other	
‘Not	thoughtful.’	

•	 Read	each	of	the	comments	cut	from	the	Sample comments	sheet	and	
invite	students	to	discuss	with	a	partner	whether	the	comment	is	thoughtful	
or	not	thoughtful.	Encourage	students	to	provide	reasons	to	support	why	
they	feel	a	comment	may	or	may	not	be	thoughtful.	

•	 Invite	student	pairs	to	share	their	decision	and	reasons	with	the	larger	
group.	Post	the	comment	in	the	appropriate	column	when	a	consensus	is	
reached.	If	students	are	unsure	whether	a	comment	is	thoughtful	or	not,	
post	the	comment	in	the	middle	of	the	chart	and	revisit	at	the	end	of	the	
sorting	activity.	Consider	using	these	prompting	questions:
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Imagining a 
class book

•	 Direct	students’	attention	to	the	images	on	the	slide,	and	provide	time	
for	them	to	discuss	with	a	partner	what	other	similarities	and	differences	
these	images	might	suggest.

•	 Encourage	students	to	share	other	ways	they	and	their	families	may	be	
the	same	and	different	from	others.	Possible	similarities	include	eating	
different	foods,	speaking	different	languages,	wearing	different	types	
of	clothing,	coming	from	different	countries	and	worshiping	different	
religions.	

•	 Inform	students	that	they	will	be	making	a	class	book	celebrating	
the	similarities	and	differences	between	their	families	and	their	
celebrations.	

•	 Explain	that	each	student	will	be	contribute	two	tribute	pages	to	the	class	
book.	One	page	will	celebrate	the	important	similarities	and	differences	
between	families	and	community	groups,	and	another	page	will	celebrate	
the	similarities	and	differences	between	celebrations	and	traditions.	

•	 Invite	students	to	brainstorm	as	a	group	the	important	similarities	and	
differences	they	have	discussed	so	far	that	could	possibly	be	shared	in	
their	class	book.

	o How	might	this	comment	make	somebody	feel?
	o Have	you	ever	received	a	comment	like	this?	How	did	you	
feel?

	o Does	this	comment	show	that	someone	thought	carefully	
about	the	words	they	chose?
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In your 
Thoughtbook 

•	 Distribute	individual	student	copies	of	the	activity	sheet	Sharing my 
thinking.	Invite	each	student	to	record	two	important	ways	their	family	
may	be	the	same	and	different	from	other	families	–	one	important	
similarity	and	one	important	difference.	Encourage	students	to	use	
pictures,	words	and	sentences	where	appropriate.	

•	 Reassure	students	that	they	will	have	many	other	opportunities	to	think	of	
other	similarities	and	differences	throughout	the	different	lessons,	and	will	
be	given	time	to	make	a	final	decision	about	their	book	pages	later	on.	

•	 Observe	students	as	they	independently	record	their	similarities	and	
differences.	Draw	student	attention	to	the	image	prompts	on	the	slide	for	
any	students	you	observe	requiring	additional	support	with	this	reflection.

•	 Prompt	students	to	orally	share	with	you	why	they	feel	their	selected	
similarity	or	difference	is	important.		

What have I 
learned? 

•	 Distribute	individual	student	copies	of	What have I learned?	Read	the	
big	idea	for	this	lesson	to	students	and	invite	them	to	reflect	on	how	
well	they	understand	this	idea.

•	 Explain	to	the	students	that	this	is	not	an	assessment	that	you	will	be	
using	on	a	report	card,	but	rather	an	important	way	for	them	to	share	with	
you	how	they	are	feeling	about	their	learning	so	far.	

•	 Review	the	colours	and	meanings	of	the	traffic	light	with	students,	
and	direct	each	student	to	colour	the	light	that	best	matches	their	
understanding	at	this	moment	in	time.	Encourage	students	to	keep	these	
self-assessments	private.	


